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The Porter Mansion , Niagara Falls 

The Tatler Club 

A tea party unlike that making 
news today was responsible for the 
founding of the Tatler Club. The tea, 
attended by forty-five women, was 
hosted on Feb. 13, 1925, by Gertrude 
W. Porter, wife of Augustus G. Porter 
IV and daughter of Gertrude Bent 
Wright, one of the founders of the his-
toric 20th Century Club of Buffalo. 
Following faithfully in her mother’s 
footsteps, her purpose was to form a 
women’s benevolent society. 

From 1931 to 1936, the Tatler Club 
rented the Porter Mansion—built 1874 

to 1877 at 6 Fourth Street—from A. J. 
Porter. There the club thrived. But 
when the property was sold, the club 
moved to the Schoellkopf house on 
Jefferson Street. In 1957, Tatler mem-
bers were thrilled to return “home” to 
the Porter Mansion following the 
Schoellkopf’s sale to the city for a 
parking lot.  

From then to the present, Tatler 
Club members have been dedicated to 
preserving both the real and personal 
property of this historic architectural 
treasure, which through their efforts 
was approved by the Niagara Preser-
vation Commission in 2004 as a Niag-
ara Falls landmark residence. 

Members have conserved their 
Model L ebony Steinway grand piano;  
catalogued contents, antiques, and 
history; and safeguarded the monthly 
minutes of every board meeting since 

the club’s founding as a primary      
resource for documentation of local 
history. 

Given its age and size, preserving 
the mansion has been no small task. 
But it is one that the membership has 
engaged with a commitment of energy, 
knowledge, time, and money.  

They believe that by serving as 
stewards of the mansion, they are       
preserving an important part of        
regional history, and keeping alive the 
legacy of Peter Porter, founder/
president and Honorary President for 
Life of the Niagara Frontier Historical 
Society and a foremost writer of      
Niagara history. 

For their vigilance and dedication 
to their mission of Stewardship,        
Preservation Buffalo Niagara is 
pleased to honor The Tatler Club and 
its members. 

Rehabilitation/Adaptive Use 
257 Lafayette Center, Buffalo 

Karl Frizlen, Architect — Paul Johnson, Contractor 
Located between the Elmwood 

Village and the Grant Street commer-
cial corridor, the Catholic school build-
ing at 257 Lafayette was for over 80 
years a vital part of the community.  

Despite its three years of vacancy 
and state of disrepair, architect/
developer Karl Frizlen recognized the 
enormous potential for adaptation 
provided by  its nine-feet tall double-
hung windows with state-of-the-art 
technology that flooded rooms with 
light,  state-of-the-art exhaust system, 
terrazzo floors, and splendid crafts-
manship ensuring durability. Contrac-
tor Paul Johnson turned vision into 
reality. 

Today, the building houses           
lawyers’ offices in the former cafeteria, 
architects’ offices, twenty loft-style 
one- and two-bedroom apartments in     

former classrooms, and a 2,000 sq. 
ft. early childhood center in a     
former central bathroom facility.  

Much material was reused. 
Where demolition was unavoidable, 
salvaged or recycled materials were 
used. Marble toilet partitions became a 
reception desk countertop, slate black-
boards were left in the apartments, all 
windows were retrofitted, all doors 
either left in place or reused elsewhere 
in the building, and all furnishings 
reused. 

The building highlights the        
compatibility of historic restoration 
with green technologies. Existing iron     
radiators are heated by high-efficiency 
boilers; a solar electric PV system pro-
vides one-third of the electric demand, 
and a rainwater collection system 
drains water off the parking lot into a 

rain garden. 
Privately financed through  

sources including the CPC, historic tax 
credits, energy credits, and private 
investors, the $3.5 million project also 
demonstrates the financial feasibility 
of restoring a neglected facility .  

With one hundred percent occu-
pancy, the project has been well       
supported by the community and is    
expected to help stabilize the Grant 
Street neighborhood. 

PBN is pleased to add to the num-
ber of awards the project has already 
won with our award for Rehabilita-
tion/Adaptive Reuse. 
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