
Category:  Preservation Service 
John Laping, Past Chairman 
City of  Buffalo Preservation Board 

A senior 
principal of 
K i d e n e y       
Architects 
until retir-
ing in 2007, 
J o h n        
L a p i n g , 

AIA, was appointed to the volunteer 
Buffalo Preservation Board in 1998 
and served with exemplary dedication 
until 2009.  

For most of that tenure, he was 
board chair, articulate spokesperson, 
and public face. As chair, he was 
highly regarded for meetings that were 
fair to petitioners and was respected 
for his pragmatism that resulted in 
winning many of the battles the board 
pursued. 

He spent endless hours beyond 
board meetings, meeting with petition-

ers, inspecting buildings, and interfac-
ing with city officials, often setting 
aside his “real work” and arranging his 
schedule and vacations to ensure his 
service to the Preservation Board and 
the citizens of Buffalo.  

He represented the board at public 
and private functions, and eagerly met 
with applicants to improve their       
submissions according to preservation 
standards that would pass muster with 
board members. 

When he participated as member of 
a task force charged by the city with 
drafting a Preservation Plan, he      
invested tremendous effort and set a 
standard for service though the plan 
was never formally accepted by the 
city.  

A graduate of the University of 
Cincinnati’s College of Architecture, 
John has served as an officer and        

director in the local, state, and           
national organizations of the American 
Institute of Architects (AIA), and was 
a member of the New York State        
Licensing Board for Architecture.  

His projects as architect include 
the Amherst Jewish Center, many      
Williamsville schools, Goldome banks, 
the United Way expansion, the Veter-
ans Home in Batavia, and countless 
Millard Fillmore Hospital projects.  

His many awards and honors      
include elevation to the College of Fel-
lows of the AIA, the James William 
Kideney Award given by the NYS 
AIA, and, most recently, the Robert 
and Louise Bethune Award of AIA 
Buffalo, its highest honor. 

PBN is pleased to join this prestig-
ious list by honoring John Laping for 
his dedication to Preservation Service. 

Category: Rehabilitation/Adaptive Use 
Genesee Gateway LLC, Buffalo 

Flynn, Battaglia Architects – City View Properties 
The Margaret L. Wendt Foundation 

Rare survivors of a 19th century era 
of thriving commerce, eight of the nine 
buildings comprising the Genesee 
Gateway—buildings 85 to 125 Gene-
see—feature works by some of the 
city’s most prominent  architects. 

The hiring of Esenwein & Johnson 
to design the relatively small Baldwin 
Building at 109 underscores the high 
profile of this commercial strip in its 
day. The Werner Photography Build-
ing at 101–103, designed to accommo-
date the thriving photographic indus-
try, remains one of the few examples 
of Richard Waite’s work extant in 
Buffalo, and its signature large copper 
ornamented skylight is immortalized 
in Charles Burchfield’s “Street Scene” 
painting (1940–1947). The 1886 
Caulkins Building at 85–87, the work 
of F. W. Caulkins, is another designed 
for the photography industry and has 

itself often been photographed. 
In the 1960s when the Kensing-

ton Expressway and Oak-Elm   
arterial, under the aegis of urban 
renewal, cleared and divided many 
of Buffalo’s historic neighborhoods, 
and residents and businesses left for 
the suburbs, what is now the Genesee 
Gateway suffered from disinvestment, 
neglect, urban decay, and blight into 
the ‘90s. Misguided rehabilitation     
attempts begun in the ‘80s exacer-
bated the buildings’ negative issues.  

Only the farsighted vision of those 
we honor today has saved this historic 
collection of two-to-four story         
masonry structures. The thorough 
rehabilitation our honorees have 
wrought required stabilization of    
existing buildings, restoration of      
historic street facades and all elements 
deemed reusable, and development of 

interconnected spaces and floor plates 
within. A building in mid-block was 
lost and in its place a new, sympa-
thetically designed one was built that 
provides an entry lobby to the entire 
complex.  

The result? A threatened and dete-
riorating block has been transformed 
for reuse as contemporary offices and 
retail, while providing a handsome 
eastern gateway to downtown.  

PBN is proud to salute the        
Genesee Gateway metamorphosis with 
our award for Rehabilitation/
Adaptive Use. 
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