
Category:  Landscape Preservation 
Schoellkopf Park, Niagara Falls 
Niagara Falls Memorial Medical Center 

A 1913 gift to the city in memory 
of Arthur Schoellkopf, a former 
mayor, civic leader, and scion of       
h y d r o p o w e r  p i o n e e r  J a c o b 
Schoellkopf, this historic park             
adjacent to Memorial Medical Center, 
once celebrated for its magnificent 
flower beds, luxurious plants,        
abundant shade trees, benches, and 
towering central fountain, in its        
heyday was visited by more than a 
thousand people a day 

Thanks to the efforts of the        
Medical Center; Joy Kuebler, a land-
scape architect with a keen sense of 
history; and a generous community of 

donors, Schoellkopf Park 
has made a spectacular 
comeback from the years 
of neglect it  suffered after 
half of its original three-
acre size was lost to city 

expansion. 
When five years ago park owner-

ship was transferred to the Medical 
Center, a two-phase plan was forged 
with help from the city’s Department 
of Community Development and the 
University at Buffalo Graduate School 
of Architecture. In 2006 the $600,000 
project was launched.  

Phase One saw construction of 
walkways, planting beds, and restora-
tion of historic piers, stone paths, and 
a fountain similar to the original. 

Phase Two created additional 
plantings; benches closely matching 
the historic originals; varied lighting 

from “hanging baskets” to bollards; 
and planting of elms, oaks, redbuds, 
and ivory silk lilacs in a design        
reminiscent of the original. Finally, in 
2008, a three-foot-high decorative steel 
fence and piers were added along the 
perimeter and a signature fountain 
was installed. 

Much as the Buffalo Philharmonic 
Orchestra helped celebrate this historic 
park’s renewal with free concerts on 
site in 2008 and 2009, PBN celebrates 
the efforts of all those involved in the 
revitalization of this now tranquil, 
handicap-accessible urban oasis that 
daily brings joy to neighboring senior 
housing residents; Medical Center 
staff, patients, and visitors; tenants 
and visitors of the Niagara Arts and 
Cultural Center, and the whole      
community. 

Well done! 

Category: Education and Outreach 
Black Rock Historic District Photo Project 

Grant–Amherst Business Association, Buffalo 
The importance of Black Rock as 

the earliest settled section of the City 
of Buffalo and its significance in the 
War of 1812 signaled to the Grant-
Amherst Business Association in 2004 
a need to correct what was a dearth 
within the city’s two leading archival 
institutions of historical photographs 
reflecting life and activity in the area.  

When the Association’s public call 
for “old photos” and an exhibition of 
then-available important images 
spurred the many who attended the 
exhibition to submit their personal 
collections, the project was on its way. 

In 2009, to generate more interest, 
the Association produced postcards 
and held a slide presentation at 
BECHS during its 12th Annual Redis-
cover Amherst Street Festival. The 
presentation and discussion was so 
well received that the Association was 

invited back to repeat it for         
Buffalo State College students.  

Attendance at subsequent 
presentations in 2010 was also so 
great that BECHS had to close its 
doors to sixty would-be attendees, 
and audience interaction inspired 
more photo submissions. 

To date, the efforts of those respon-
sible for this project have resulted in a 
priceless collection of some 1,800    
images depicting people at work and 
leisure, businesses, factories, architec-
ture, churches, schools, scenes along 
the Erie Canal, and more, submitted 
by upwards of 100 individuals.  

The interest and excitement gener-
ated by the project have uncovered 
countless stories, and a video docu-
mentary in the works has already   
recorded the memories and experiences 
of eleven contributors. 

In addition, a feature about the 
project in Buffalo Spree resulted in an 
influx of new photos and another   
exhibition. Photos from the project’s 
archive assisted county projects in 
2008, city projects in 2009, and the 
NYS Scajaquada Creek Summit in 
2010, and are currently on display at 
Wegmans on Amherst Street. In 2010, 
the project received BECHS prestig-
ious Niederlander Award for             
Outstanding Programming. 

PBN is pleased to also honor the 
Black Rock Photo project with our 
award for Education and Outreach. 
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