
Category:  Education and Outreach 
Patrick Kavanagh 

Forest Lawn Cemetery Historian 

For the past 
fifteen years, 
P a t r i c k 
Kavanagh, 
a s  r e -
s e a r c h e r , 
a r c h i v i s t , 
and histo-
rian for For-
est Lawn 
C e m e t e r y , 

has been integral to discovery of the 
many stories told at the cemetery’s 
programs, tours, and lectures.  

He has spent countless hours in a 
herculean effort to organize and        
preserve volumes of records dating to 
the cemetery’s 1849 founding. In addi-
tion to his scholarship, Patrick is an 
outstanding presenter who combines 
knowledge with genuine enthusiasm. 

In 2010 alone, Pat assisted in     
researching the story of thirteen      
Forest Lawn Civil War veterans who 
never had a gravestone. The applica-

tion to the federal government that he 
helped write resulted in thirteen new 
gravestones, which were dedicated 
during the 2010 Muster in the 
Meadow, the cemetery’s annual day-
long, family-oriented Civil War experi-
ence. Incredibly, he has researched the 
more than two thousand Civil War 
veterans buried at Forest Lawn, in-
cluding ten generals and seven Medal 
of Honor heroes. 

Again, after much research, Pat 
found the first named African Ameri-
can buried at Forest Lawn: nine-year-
old Elmira Brockenborough—other 
African Americans buried there were 
referred to only by race or gender. A 
plaque telling the story of Elmira was 
also dedicated at the 2010 Muster in 
the Meadow. 

In the same year, Pat wrote a        
military tour; an itinerary for Forest 
Lawn’s new Saturday docent-led walk-
ing tour, and also served the program 
as a major docent trainer; a tour for 
the Association for the Buffalo Presi-
dential Center; a War of 1812 tour that 
will be featured during that war’s   
coming three-year commemoration; 
and co-wrote with Chris Brown the 
official field guide for the war. 

In addition, over the years, Pat has 
assisted hundreds of people seeking to 
document their genealogy and has     
conducted research for other institu-
tions and individuals too expansive to 
list here. 

For his remarkable service to       
Education and Outreach, PBN is 
proud to honor Patrick Kavanagh.  

 

Category: Restoration 
35 Lincoln Parkway, Buffalo 

Clement and Karen Arrison 
The imposing Renaissance Revival 

mansion at 35 Lincoln Parkway, built 
between 1927 and 1929, was commis-
sioned by Thomas J. McKinney, heir 
to a Pennsylvania oil fortune, and     
designed by Esenwein and Johnson, 
Architects. 

Lavish with custom heavily-carved 
woodwork, stained-glass windows, 
carpets, tile, and masonry purportedly 
crafted by European artisans brought 
here for that purpose; sod imported 
from Belgium; and wrought- and cast-
iron fencing and gates fabricated by 
Pennsylvania Iron Works, construc-
tion costs exceeded $800,000, and fur-
nishings cost another $200,000, just as 
the market crash was about to cast a 
decade-long pall over the country.  

Sadly, the McKinneys were killed 
in an automobile accident just four 

years after the house was completed, 
and despite sale to Kirke R. Wilson in 
1934 for an incredible $110,000, the 
house sat empty until it was purchased 
by the Catholic Diocese of Buffalo for 
$35,000 after Wilson’s death in 1949. 

Although the interior was not al-
tered much, exterior historic features 
considered pagan were sandblasted 
and chiseled off, stained glass windows 
removed, and free-standing statuary 
sold, and in 1985 the Diocese sold the 
property to an antiques dealer. 

Salvation arrived in 2001 when 
Clem and Karen Arrison purchased the 
property and three years later began a 
seven-year, multimillion dollar historic 
restoration. Before starting the pro-
ject, the Arrisons consulted with quali-
fied preservation architects and con-
servators who completed a comprehen-

sive survey and developed a restora-
tion plan. Work accomplished accord-
ing to Secretary of the Interior Stan-
dards has included the interior and 
exterior of main and carriage houses 
both roofs, masonry wall, terraced 
garden, stained-glass, fencing, tile, 
and stone. Where possible, features 
were repaired rather than replaced, 
and appropriate materials were used 
when replacement was necessary. 

For their commitment to Buffalo’s 
most extensive, privately funded       
residential restoration second only to 
the Martin House, Preservation        
Buffalo Niagara is proud to honor 
Clem and Karen Arrison. 
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